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Introduction
From May 19.-23th 2014 I went to Lithuania to investigate the breeding birds in the Aukstumala bog near
Silute in the northwestern part of the country.
I had 3 full days in the bog. Even I started early in the morning and went on the most of the day, it was not
possible to cover the more than 20 km2 totally. Instead I focused on the species significant for a bog habitat.
Those species are all investigated enough to make a description of the number of breeding pairs, there
distribution and some advises for the further nature restoring work in the area.

Methods
The Aukstumala bog is very big. The conservation area is 20 km2 or more and directly connected to a much
bigger part, that is totally disturbed by peat production.
The area was separated into 3 parts, a western, a central and an eastern part. I spend one morning from about
5 to 12 in each by walking a number of transects. The rest of the day was used on a number of visits in a
number of habitats around the bog, in the lagg zone and investigations in areas with focus-species.
During the whole period I had excellent weather. Every morning I had a high song activity and good
conditions to make my registrations. In the middle of the day it was very warm and much more difficult to
make registrations in an optimal way. In the evenings I had almost no wind, what makes the conditions very
good for song/call, even on longer distance.

Results
The following list represents the more special breeding birds on the bog. To make the report shorter and
more clearly, I have omitted the common species, that also breed in the lagg zone and elsewhere outside the
area. It contents species without directly connection to the bog habitat, and with few exceptions these are not
mentioned in this report.

Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis
1 heard NE of the bird watch tower May 20th. Probably breeding in a pond.
Greylag Goose Anser anser
Few overflying birds seen, but none seems to breed in the bog area.
Teal Anas crecca
Two pairs found in the western part. In the eastern part the Teal is much more common with more than 15
pairs. They breed in ponds.
Mallard Anas platyrhynchos
Fairly common breeding bird in ponds as well as in the lagg zone.
Montagu´s Harrier, Circus pygargus
One male was seen in the eastern part May 21th and in the western par May 22th. This could be a breeding
bird.
Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus
Common breeding bird in the region, but only one foraging bird was seen on the bog. Probably not a
breeding bird in the bog.
White-tailed Eagle Haliaeetus albicilla
A breeding pair north of the bog was seen daily in the area. Also 1-2 young birds were seen, but the bog was
just a small part of their foraging area and probably less important than the surrounding area.
Short-toed Eagle Circaetus gallicus
One adult bird was seen in the central area 21th and 22th of May.
Water Rail Rallus aquaticus
One heard in a pond in the eastern part, probably a breeding pair. Beside few pairs are breeding in the lagg
zone.
Crane Grus grus
3 breeding pairs located in the bog. All pairs suppose to have clutch.
Golden Plover Pluvialis apricaria
4 pairs found in the bog, two in the central part and two in the eastern part. All pairs were found open and
wet areas without trees.

Figur 1: Golden Plover in the central part of the bog.

Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola
3 breeding pairs were found in the same areas as Golden Plover – 1 pair in the western part and 2 pairs in the
eastern part. Wood Sandpiper is connected to ponds in fairly open and wet areas.
Nightjar Caprimulgus europaeus
One pair in the SW corner of the bog and one pair in the eastern part. Both breeding places are dry areas with
open pine tree forest.
Wryneck Jynx torquilla
2 pairs located in the bog and few others may occur in the lag zone. The Wryneck prefer drier and open areas
with scarce (pine)trees, almost same habitat as Nightjar.
Black Woodpecker Dryocopus martius
One pair in the northern lag zone was heard every day. Other species of woodpecker are also occurring in the
lagg zone, but none inside the bog.
Skylark Alauda arvensis
Single pairs were found on open, dry habitat in the whole areas. In total less than 10 pairs.

Figur 2: Ditches in the eastern pair of the bog. The ditching makes the area too dry. Without drainage it would be a fine
breeding area for Golden Plover and Wood Sandpiper.

Woodlark Lullula arborea
One pair in the western edge and two pairs in the eastern par. All pairs were found in dry areas with open
forest with pine trees.
Tree Pipit Anthus trivialis
Common breeding bird throughout the area.
Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava
One pair found in the central area of the western part.
Whinchat Soxicola rubetra
One pair was seen in the central area of the western part.
Northern Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe
One pair observed in the western part.
Red-backed Shrike Lanius collurio
Common breeding bird throughout the area. It prefer drier areas with bushes.

Figur 3: Red-backed Shrike - pair in courtship displays.

Great Grey Shrike Lanius excubator
One bird observed in the dead birch forest in the NE corner of the western part. Probably a breeding bird.
Yellowhammer Emberiza citronella
Common breeding bird throughout the area, except the very open parts.

Discussion
The Aukstumala bog is huge, but all the eastern part is destroyed by peat production. In the left part there is
still an interesting nature and in some parts of the area, it is still more or less undisturbed, except for ditching
in the most of the area.
The investigation of birds showed many interesting species. Some have still a good population, but others
have very low populations, e.g. Wood Sandpiper and Golden Plover. That is caused by general overgrowth
and ditching in most of the bog.
I had expected to find Black Grouse Lyrurus mlokosiewici, but did not success during the short time of
investigation. A possible population might very small or extinct according to the reduced size of the area. I
recommend a further search of the species.
For the further management of the bog I recommend to close ditches almost everywhere and to leave large
area open for breeding waders. That means cutting trees in such areas, especially in the present areas with
breeding Golden Plover.
In the eastern part some of the area is a sort of more-or-less open, dry forest with a big number of ponds. In
this area Teals are breeding in a high number and there are a big number of other bird species, e.g. Wryneck,
Crane etc. It left an interesting area, except for areas with more “ordinary” forest, where tree cutting is
needed.
In the northern part of the central area there is a fairly big and old forest with old birches. In this area a huge
number of ditches should be closed to keep the area more wet. Beavers have cut a lot of trees, but it could be
good to remove at least some of them to avoid the nutrients and to make the area more open.
In the lagg zone there is no reason to do any tree cutting. It will have very little effect on the bird life, if any
at all. But it will help a lot to close ditches in this zone to keep a higher water level on the bog.
In this short report it´s not possible to give more detailed advises for the further management. My best advice
is to use Golden Plover and Wood Sandpiper as target species for nature restoring. That will leave some
good habitat. A study of any previous history of black grouse in the area would give interesting knowledge in
the management work.
I add few photos showing some habitats.

Figur 4: Part of the eastern area. Notice the wet ground, that is good for a breeding habitat for Golden Plover. What is
needed is cutting down most of the surrounding trees in a distance of 1-200 m.

Figur 5: Part of the eastern area. This pond seems enough open to be a habitat for Wood Sandpiper.

Figur 6: Part of the western area. When cutting the most surrounding trees, the area will be good for Golden Plover.

Figur 7: Breeding area for Golden Plover (western part). Notice the very open area.
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